
SSiiggnn  UUpp  TTooddaayy  ttoo
RReecceeiivvee  SSttaatteemmeenntt
NNoottiiffiiccaattiioonnss  aanndd
MMaakkee  PPaayymmeennttss

The City of Grover Beach is pleased
to announce a convenient new service.
You can now pay your City utility bill
(for water and sewer service) over the
Internet with your Visa or MasterCard
credit card. This online service provides
the convenience to review your utility
account 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, receive notifications when your
current statement is available, and view
previous statements. Payments made
online will incur a $2.00 convenience
fee. Credit card payments are not
accepted at City Hall.

Please note: It can take up to 72
hours for credit card companies to notify
the City of your payment. If your
payment is received past the due date,
you will incur a late fee. Online
payments are not recommended for
utility customers who receive a 48-hour
shut-off notice. Those customers must still
come to City Hall to make payment in
person to avoid a disconnection service
or being charged a late fee.

You may “go green” and sign up for
this convenient new service by visiting us
on the web at www.grover.org and click
on “Online Payments”.  If you have

questions or need
additional information,

please contact the
Administrative
Services

Department at
(805) 473-4550 or

send an e-mail to finance@grover.org. 
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wwwwww..ggrroovveerr..oorrgg

See “ Survey” … on Page 3

RReeddeevveellooppmmeenntt
BBeenneeffiittss  GGrroovveerr  BBeeaacchh
By City Manager Robert Perrault

OONNLLIINNEE  UUTTIILLIITTYY
BBIILLLL  SSEERRVVIICCEE

See “ Redevelopment” … on Page 2

The City of Grover Beach has used its
Redevelopment Agency extensively over the
years to complete several projects and
programs to improve the quality of life for
our residents. Officially known as the
“Grover Beach Improvement Agency”, the
Redevelopment Agency is now threatened
with elimination. As of this writing,
Governor Brown has proposed the
elimination of redevelopment agencies
across the State as a part of his budget
proposal. Should the Governor’s proposal
become law, the City would have to
discontinue all redevelopment activities
effective July 1, 2011. Elimination of the
Agency would likely bring to an end the
City’s economic development efforts. As
City Manager, I would like to provide
information for our residents for a better
understanding of redevelopment, as well as
the benefits our City has derived through

The City of Grover Beach may be eligible for federal government grant funds
that could be used to construct new sidewalks, storm drain improvements, community
centers, and more!

However, the City needs your help. We must gather certain information to determine our
community’s eligibility to receive these Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, and
that information must be directly provided by Grover Beach residents.

A few months ago, a community survey was mailed in a yellow envelope to randomly
selected households. Unfortunately, the response was not sufficient to provide an accurate
sampling of our community, so the survey is being sent out again. 

There are only two survey questions related to the number of people in your household and income
range. Your responses are completely confidential and do not require that you provide your name.

DDoo  YYoouu  WWaanntt  MMoorree  PPuubblliicc  IImmpprroovveemmeennttss  iinn  GGrroovveerr  BBeeaacchh??

IItt  MMaayy  BBee  PPoossssiibbllee  --  WWiitthh  YYoouurr  HHeellpp!!

redevelopment and the potential local
impacts if it is eliminated. 

In 1948, the State Legislature produced
legislation that authorized local cities and
counties to establish redevelopment agencies
within their jurisdictions. Redevelopment
agencies were created to provide local
jurisdictions with the tools to eliminate
“urban blight”, restore or construct public
infrastructure, and improve the local
economy. The City of Grover Beach
organized the Grover Beach Improvement
Agency in the 1990s, with the City Council
authorized to serve as the Board of
Directors for the Agency. The Agency
identified two project areas where
redevelopment activities could be carried
out. The first area was organized in 1997
and includes properties along the City’s

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  SSUURRVVEEYY



“Redevelopment”  from Page One...

core commercial area, generally located on West Grand Avenue
from the beach to 12th Street and southward along 4th Street. The
second project area was organized in 2002. This area includes
industrial properties located south of Farroll Road and east of 4th

Street. A map of both project areas is available at City Hall, as well
as on the City website, www.grover.org. 

Funds for local redevelopment projects are generated from
property taxes. As you may know, property taxes are based on
approximately 1% of the property’s assessed value. Normally, cities
are permitted to retain between 14 and 17 cents of every dollar in
tax collected. Within redevelopment project areas,
cities/redevelopment agencies are permitted to retain a greater
share of the property tax generated. The increased share of property
tax results from the reassessment of property stemming from
construction or property sale. Typically agencies are entitled to
receive 45 to 60 cents of the incremental growth in tax dollars
collected from changes in assessed value.  Property tax rates do not
change within a project area. Agencies are simply able to retain a
greater share of the taxes generated to be spent on local projects.
Without redevelopment, all taxes would be distributed according to
the traditional tax distribution formula, with no guarantee that the
resulting funds would be spent on Grover Beach projects.
Redevelopment agencies therefore provide a cost-effective means to
get local projects accomplished. 

I strongly urge residents to contact their state representatives to
express their opinions regarding the important value of
redevelopment agencies.

MMeeaaddooww  CCrreeeekk  BBrriiddggee  RReeppaaiirr and the first
phase of the WWeesstt  GGrraanndd  AAvveennuuee  SSttoorrmm
DDrraaiinn - constructed with the assistance of $1.8 million dollars in
Agency funding;
WWeesstt  GGrraanndd  AAvveennuuee  EEnnhhaanncceemmeenntt  PPrroojjeecctt - the City’s signature
gateway project located between the railroad right of way and 4th

Street, where approximately $286,000 in Agency funding was used to
leverage $1.1 million federal dollars to complete this project;
GGrroovveerr  BBeeaacchh  MMuunniicciippaall  NNeettwwoorrkk - another $130,000 is being used
to complete the final design for a network that will connect the
trans-Pacific fiber optic cable stretching from Japan to Grover Beach
with local Grover Beach  businesses, providing them with a
competitive advantage;
SSttrreeeett  RReeppaaiirr - $125,000 of Agency funding is used annually to repair
streets located within the project areas;
SShhoopp  LLooccaall  PPrrooggrraamm,,  the BBuussiinneessss  GGrraanntt  aanndd  LLooaann  PPrrooggrraamm,,  CChhaammbbeerr
ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  ssuuppppoorrtt, and ddiirreecctt  mmaarrkkeettiinngg efforts – over the past
year, several programs were funded to assist local businesses; and
AAffffoorrddaabbllee  HHoouussiinngg  PPrrooggrraammss - Agency funds were used to assist with
affordable housing programs, including $500,000 in support of a
local HHaabbiittaatt  ffoorr  HHuummaanniittyy  PPrroojjeecctt that produced four single-family
homes; an additional $165,000 was used to assist 15 income-eligible
residents with home repairs.

The new Five Cities Fire Authority aerial apparatus arrived in early January and began
service in March. It replaces an aging 23-year old ladder truck with state-of-the-art
equipment and expanded aerial capabilities.

Acquisition of the truck was made possible by a federal grant of over $800,000.  This is
the largest award for an apparatus in the nation over the past year. The grant application
was completed just ahead of the creation of the Authority and is an example of multi-
jurisdictional cooperation.

The apparatus is an Arrow XT 100’ platform aerial, manufactured by Pierce, and was
delivered to our community from Wisconsin. It was built specifically for the fire service
agency serving Grover Beach, Arroyo Grande, and Oceano. The new aerial apparatus
serves a critical function, providing emergency rescue and fire response capabilities to
structures otherwise not easily accessible.

NNeeww  FFiirree  TTrruucckk  AArrrriivveess

GGRROOVVEERR  BBEEAACCHH
RREECCEEIIVVEESS  AAWWAARRDD
FFOORR  SSUUCCCCEESSSSFFUULL
DDIIVVEERRSSIIOONN  RRAATTEE

Congratulations Grover Beach residents
and businesses! Your combined efforts led
to our City recently being recognized for
diverting 70% of the waste that would
normally have gone to the Cold Canyon
Landfill. This diversion rate exceeds the
State’s requirement of 50%, and reflects
the commitment of our citizens and
businesses to recycle whenever possible
and protect the environment.

Grover Beach citizens have also actively
participated in other waste management
programs. For example, 60 pounds of
unwanted prescription drugs have been
dropped off at the designated drop-box
located outside the Police Station. In
addition, residents have been returning
household batteries, fluorescent tubes,
sharps, latex paint, and mercury
thermostats to the retail locations where
they purchased these items.

For more information regarding
recycling and hazardous waste programs
offered in San Luis Obispo
County, please see the website
for the Integrated Waste
Management Authority at
www.iwma.com.

GGrroovveerr  BBeeaacchh
RReeddeevveellooppmmeenntt  AAggeennccyy

PPrroojjeeccttss  &&  PPrrooggrraammss
(Recent examples completed in the two Agency 

project areas with redevelopment funds)



SS II MM PP LL EE   PP OO LL LL UU TT II OO NN   SS OO LL UU TT II OO NN SS
HHooww  ttoo  AAvvooiidd  PPoolllluuttiinngg  SSttoorrmmwwaatteerr

Water runoff from rain and human activities seeps into the ground or eventually makes its
way into local streams or the ocean. On its way, runoff water can pick up and carry many
substances that pollute water.

Some pollutants (including sediment from construction, pet waste, grass clippings, and
leaves) can harm our streams and ocean. Other pollutants (such as pesticides, fertilizers, oil,
and soap) are harmful in any quantity. 

SSoo,,  wwhhaatt  ccaann  yyoouu  ddoo  ttoo  kkeeeepp  ffrroomm  ppoolllluuttiinngg  oouurr  llooccaall  ssttrreeaammss  aanndd  oocceeaann??
•  KKeeeepp  ssooiill,,  ssaanndd,,  aanndd  ggrraavveell  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  gguutttteerrss  aanndd  ooffff  tthhee  rrooaaddss –
Keep stock piled materials away from gutters and drains, protecting
them against erosion by wind or rain.
•  RRaakkee  oorr  sswweeeepp  uupp  lleeaavveess,,  ttwwiiggss,,  aanndd  ggrraassss  cclliippppiinnggss  –– Garden
waste makes great mulch and is a perfect addition to your compost.

Mulching even helps prevent weeds and
conserves water, while compost is a natural
fertilizer. If you do not compost at home,
please place all garden waste in your greenwaste bin. 
•  WWaasshh  yyoouurr  ccaarr  oonn  tthhee  llaawwnn  –– If you park your car on the grass to
wash it, you will water and fertilize your lawn at the same time, while
keeping detergent, dirt, oil, and grease out of our waterways.  As an
alternative, take your vehicle to a car wash facility.

•  RReeppaaiirr  aannyy  fflluuiidd  lleeaakkss  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  ccaarr  –– You will save money and our waterways if you get
any automotive leaks fixed. Soak up spills with newspaper or sand and dispose of these items
in a waste bin. Contact South County Sanitary for information
regarding recycling used engine oil. 
•  CCaarrrryy  aa  ppllaassttiicc  bbaagg  wwhheenn  wwaallkkiinngg  yyoouurr  ddoogg  –– Your garden is the
best place for your dog to relieve itself, but while out walking, clean up
the mess, take it home, and dispose of it in a waste bin. 

BBee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ppoolllluuttiioonn  ssoolluuttiioonn  ~~  hheellpp  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  wwoorrdd  
ppoolllluuttiioonn  pprreevveennttiioonn  bbeeggiinnss  aatt  hhoommee!!

“Survey”  from Page One...

If you previously received the survey and
still have it, please take a few minutes to
answer the questions and return it.  Or, if you
are among one of the randomly selected
households to receive the survey, please
complete the questions and either mail it in
the self-addressed, stamped envelope
provided, or complete the survey online
(survey recipients receive the web address), or
drop it off at Grover Beach City Hall. The cost
of conducting this survey is being paid by a
federal grant, not by the City.  

The City won’t qualify for these federal
grant funds unless sufficient responses are
received.  In the current economy, grant funds
could make the crucial difference in ensuring
critical public facilities and infrastructure
improvements are constructed and maintained
for our entire community. Everyone who
receives the survey can help by completing it
and sending in their responses bbyy  FFrriiddaayy,,
AApprriill  1155,,  22001111.. It will only take a few minutes
and could benefit our entire community.
Thank you for your assistance!

AA  FFRRIIEENNDDLLYY  RREEMMIINNDDEERR  ––

KKeeeepp  YYoouurr  PPeett  SSaaffee
DDoogg  LLiicceennssee  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

Licensing your dog
provides an identification
system that can trace a
lost pet back to you any
time, day or night.  A
dog license is not only
the law, i t ’s a “security
system” for your pet.  

Licensed pets are more likely to:
• Be reunited with their owners if they

stray and become lost;
• Receive emergency veterinary treatment

if injured and you’re not home to
authorize treatment;

• Be vaccinated against rabies, protecting
them and you from contracting this
deadly virus; and

• Be spayed or neutered, which benefits
the health of your pet and reduces
unwanted litters that end up at animal
shelters.     

Keep your pet safe. Be sure your dog is
licensed by renewing the license annually,
and make sure your dog wears the tag! For
more information, please contact San Luis
Obispo County Animal Control at
(805) 781-4400 or visit them on the web at
www.slocounty.ca.gov and click on
“Animal Services”.

SSaannddbbaagg  FFiillll  SSttaattiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm
When major storm events are forecast, the City of Grover Beach provides empty sandbags

and sand in front of the Public Works Corporation Yard at 1150 Farroll Road.  Be sure to
bring your own shovel and you may fill up to 20 sandbags per household. After the rainy
season, empty sandbags may be placed in your trash bin.

If your property has a history of flooding or
areas with recurring standing water, you are
encouraged to get sandbags in advance of the
rainy season and have them on hand.
Sandbags and sand are also available at most
hardware and home improvement stores. 
When significant rainfall is forecast, empty
sandbags may also be available at the Police
and Fire Stations during regular business hours.
For more information regarding the Sandbag
Fill Station program, please call the Public
Works Department at (805) 473-4520.  
For additional information regarding how to

protect your property from erosion, mud flows, and flooding, please review the “Guide to
Erosion Control” available on the City website at www.grover.org under ”Public Works
Department - Utility Operations”, and click on “Sandbag Fill Station Program”.

Please note: Neither the “Guide to Erosion Control” nor the Sandbag Fill Station Program are
to be interpreted as a guarantee of availability of sandbags to all residents or the effectiveness of
the sandbag program in protecting your property from flooding. Property owners are responsible
for the protection of their home and property. The above-referenced programs and guides are to
assist in those efforts, but are not meant to guarantee results or be the only measure of protection
from flooding.
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Sea Breeze is
published by the City
of  Grover Beach.
We welcome your
comments and
suggestions. Call us
at 473-4567 or send
email to
gbadmin@grover.org

CCiittyy  ooff  GGrroovveerr  BBeeaacchh

115544  SS..  88tthh  SSttrreeeett
GGrroovveerr  BBeeaacchh,,  CCAA  9933443333

MMoonntthhllyy  CCiittyy  MMeeeettiinngg  DDaatteess
All Regular Meetings are Open to the Public

and Held in the City Council Chambers
Unless Noted Otherwise

154 South Eighth Street

CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill
1st and 3rd Mondays at 6:30 p.m.

PPllaannnniinngg  CCoommmmiissssiioonn
2nd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.

TTrraaffffiicc  CCoommmmiitttteeee
2nd Thursday at 9:30 a.m. (as needed)

PPaarrkkss,,  RReeccrreeaattiioonn
&&  BBeeaauuttiiffiiccaattiioonn  CCoommmmiissssiioonn
3rd Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

CCiittiizzeenn  OOvveerrssiigghhtt  CCoommmmiitttteeee  
(meetings are scheduled as needed)

Agendas are posted at City Hall
and wwwwww..ggrroovveerr..oorrgg.

City Council Meetings are televised on the
City’s Government Cable Access Channel 20.

Your presence and participation 
at City meetings are contributions 

to good government. 

PPlleeaassee  aatttteenndd  aass  oofftteenn  aass  yyoouu  ccaann!!

GGRROOVVEERR  BBEEAACCHH  CCIITTYY  HHAALLLL

154 South Eighth Street; *Mon - Fri; 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
*Except for Employee Furlough Dates & Holidays

Administrative Svs./Utility Billing  . . . . . . . .473-4550
Business Tax Certificates  . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4550

City Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4567
City Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4568
Human Resources  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4564

Community Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4520
Building Inspection Requests . . . . . . . . . .473-4527

Parks and Recreation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4580
Facility Rentals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4580

Public Works Department  . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4520
Code Enforcement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4520

Police Administration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-4511
Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9-1-1

City website  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .wwwwww..ggrroovveerr..oorrgg
Join Us on Facebook  . . . . . .wwwwww..ffaacceebbooookk..ccoomm//GGrroovveerrBBeeaacchh

OOtthheerr  FFrreeqquueennttllyy  CCaalllleedd  NNuummbbeerrss::
CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee 180 Highway One  - or
wwwwww..ggrroovveerrcchhaammbbeerr..ccoomm   . . . . . . . . . . . . .489-9091
CChhaarrtteerr  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss (cable television)
270 Bridge Street, San Luis Obispo  - or -
wwwwww..cchhaarrtteerr..ccoomm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(888) 438-2427
CCoommmmuunniittyy  LLiibbrraarryy  ––  GGrroovveerr  BBeeaacchh
240 North 9th Street, Grover Beach
(Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri.: 1-5 p.m., Sat: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.) 481-4131
FFiivvee  CCiittiieess  FFiirree  AAuutthhoorriittyy
140 Traffic Way, Arroyo Grande  . . . . . . . .473-5490
PPaacciiffiicc  GGaass  &&  EElleeccttrriicc (electricity)  . . . .1-800-743-5000
SSoouutthh  CCoouunnttyy  SSaanniittaarryy (trash and recycling services)
866 West Grand Ave - or
wwwwww..wwaasstteeccoonnnneeccttiioonnss..ccoomm  . . . . . . . . . . . . .489-4246
TThhee  GGaass  CCoommppaannyy (natural gas) . . . . .1-800-427-2200
SSLLOO  SSuuppeerriioorr  CCoouurrtt  --  SSoouutthh  CCoouunnttyy  BBrraanncchh  OOffffiiccee
214 South 16th Street (8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)   

Traffic Division  . . . . . . . . . .473-7070 or 781-5696
Civil & Small Claims Division  . . . . . . . . . .473-7077
Criminal Division .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-7072

SSLLOO  CCoouunnttyy  HHeeaalltthh  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  --  SSoouutthh  CCoouunnttyy  BBrraanncchh
286 South 16th Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .473-7050
SSLLOO  CCoouunnttyy  HHuummaann  SSeerrvviicceess  &&  
SSuuppppoorrtt  GGrroouuppss HHoottlliinnee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2-1-1

QQ UU II CC KK   RR EE FF EE RR EE NN CC EENNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd
WWaattcchh
TThhee  GGrroovveerr   BBeeaacchh
PPoo ll ii ccee   DDeeppaarr ttmmeenntt
IInnvv ii tt eess   YYoouu  ttoo  GGeett
IInnvvoo ll vveedd  iinn   YYoouurr
CCoommmmuunnii tt yy!!

The Neighborhood
Watch Program is a coordinated effort
between you, the local citizens, and your
police department to prevent crime and
enhance the quality of life for our
community. Citizens can help protect our
neighborhoods by calling 9-1-1 to report a
crime or suspicious activity. 

If you are interested in forming a
Neighborhood Watch group in your area,
please contact Sergeant Angelo Limon,
Neighborhood Watch Coordinator, by
calling the Grover Beach Police Department
at (805) 473-4511.
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