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UNDERSTANDING
THE CITY’S CHARTER

MEASURE General Fund Budget Explaitietis

ON THE NOVEMBER 2012 BALLOT | By City Manager Robert Perrault « <
On July 16, 2012, the majority of the On September 17, 2012, the Grover Beach City Council adopted a revised and balanced =

ﬁrover BTC;C; lethC;\llJnCII vgtedbfo"pblcfe General Fund budget for the current fiscal year, which ends June 30, 2013. Revenues exceed
easure g -b ﬁn fne ovE.m er ballof. il expenditures in the General Fund and adequate reserves are predicted to be maintained. The
GI_I?P"O"eh y | efvoters,”t s mecisure wir General Fund is the City’s main operating fund and covers expenditures for essential municipal
N G”SJeh' e City rlc,)mfo General Law City services, including police, fire (through the City’s contribution to the Five Cities Fire Authority),
to a “Charter City". If voters approve the public works (engineering, facilities & street maintenance, and utility operations), parks onc?/

measure, the Charter will become the City's recreation, general administration, and community development (planning, building, and
constitution. In Erepqrohon for the election, economic development).

Lnlzelrr:%or:éci’:;toﬂ}femﬁzﬁ;h:q;z;?e and Getting to a balanced budget has not been easy in recent years. This achievement reflects the
what it means for Grover Beach direction and priority set by the City Council. Two years ago, General Fund revenues and
’ resources stood at $7,636,691. Today, the budget reflects an estimated $7,113,208 in revenue

%
P BEACH

In Colilfornicl there are LWO, forms of and resources. Just like the private sector, revenues in the public sector are dependent on the
mU“'C'FC‘ government authorized by the local economy. Much of the decline has been due to reductions in property tax and local sales
laws of the State of California: a General tax revenues. While local property tax revenues seem to be holding steady, sales tax revenues
Law City and a Charter City. A General have slightly increased.

Law City operates under the general
powers granted by the statutory laws of the
State of California. In the case of a

Similarly, budgeted expenditure levels have been reduced in the General Fund from
$7,452,332 last fiscal year to $6,990,240 in the current year. In order to achieve a balanced

General Law City, state law serves as the budget, a number of actions had to be taken. The City Council directed staff to complete

City’s constitution. negotiations with all labor groups and obtain the continuation of employee concessions. Those
As a Charfer City, the City would concessions amounted to a reduction in employee compensation of approximately 8.5% that was

operate under the cuthorilz of a locally See "Budget’ ... on Page 2

drafted charter approved by the voters.

Once approved, the Charter will become City Hall Improvements Consolidated Customer Service Counter
the constitution of the City. A locally drafted

charter gives the City greater control over ;
municipal affairs. Examples of municipal 2 leeme
affairs include:

consisted of: relocating the building’s main
R entrance for citizens to enter the building
CHreves (/j(n(//7 Ci F From‘ the south parking lot areq, closing
J public access from the South Eighth Street
"‘\

® Local bidding and purchasing
procedures;

* Municipal elections;
¢ Financing of public improvements; and

entrance, and constructing a new front
customer service counter. Customer service
counters for all departments (with the
exception of the Police Department) have
now been consolidated to one new counter
area, resulting in more efficient customer
service. The remainder of the upgrades will
consist of parking lot and landscaping
improvements, replacement of existing entry

¢ Land use and zoning decisions.

The proposed Charter was drafted by the
City Council ofter deliberating on the matter
during a four-month period of time,
involving three public hearings. In draffing

the Charter, the Council identified a number e doors to comply with California ADA

of provisions that will provide the City with The City recently completed a number o guidelines, and new signage. These
greater control over certain municipal interior improvements as part of a larger improvements are being funded by a
affairs, while at the same time creating an City Hall upgrade project. These combination of federal grant funds,
increased separation from the State. As a improvements are E)cused on improving development impact fees, Enterprise Funds,

See “Charter” ... on Page 3 customer service to our citizens and and General Funds.




West Grand
Avenue
Enhancement,

Fhase 2

Construction to Begin Soon!

The City has advertised for bids for the
second phase of the West Grand Avenue
Enhancement Project. This
project consists of
improvements between
8" and 11" Streets
and will include
landscaped center
medians, decorative *
concrete in the
intersections, street
repairs, and sidewalk
repairs.

UNDER

CONSTRUCTION,

The project is
funded by a $532,000
federal grant, a $300,000 state grant, and
$188,000 in local funds. Construction could
begin as early as November, but the actual
date will be determined by the City Council.
Weather permitting, construction will take
approximately four months and drivers will
experience minor traffic delays during this
period. Please pardon the dust as we make
our downtown area even more attractive
and inviting for shopping and dining. Local
businesses will remain open during the
second phase of construction, and every
effort will be made to ensure that access to
businesses will be available at all times.

Electric Vehicle

Charging Station
The City of Grover Beach recently
; installed an electric vehicle
charging (EVC) station in
the north parking lot at
City Hall, 154 South
Eighth Street. The
equipment was
funded with a
O o grant secured by
- the San Luis
Obispo County Air
Pollution Control District for development
of plugin electric vehicle (PEV) charging
stations along the Highway 101 corridor
and throughout the Central Coast. The
charging station is available to residents
and visitors at no cost during normal
business hours. For additional information,
please contact the Public Works
Department at (805) 473-4520.

Election Day is Coming Soon!
Are You Registered to Vote?

Elected officials at all levels of government make decisions about things that are important
to all of us...the economy, jobs, schools, community, and so much more. Taking the time to
vote is your opportunity to choose the decision makers and tell them what you want.

Be an informed voter. Information regarding the City Measure (proposed City Charter —
Measure 1) and a list of candidates running for elective office (Mayor and two Council
Member seats) is available on the City website at www.grover.org. Information
regarding political campaign sign regulations is on the City website and Government
Cable Access Channel 20. Non-partisan information regarding candidates and issues
may be found on the websites www.smartvoter.org or www.vote411.org or
www.easyvoterguide.org.

Information regarding how fo register to vote, accessing an online voter registration
form, looking up your polling location, how to Vote-by-Mail, as well as information
especially for military and overseas voters, is available on the San Luis Obispo County
Clerk Recorder’s website at www.slocounty.ca.gov/clerk/elections.htm. The last day to
register (or re-register if you’ve moved) in order to be eligible to vote on November 6,

2012 is Monday, October 22, 2012.

Election Day is when we are all equal—rich or
poor, young or old, liberal or conservative—

Every Vote Counts!

1l

“Budget”  from Page One...

applied across the board. Additionally, the
Council sought a reduction in the City’s
contribution to the Five Cities Fire Authority
and authorized the sale of City property.
These actions benefited the General Fund by
$439,360. However, a reduction in staff
was also necessary. This was accomplished
through a series of retirements and layoffs,
resulting in the loss of three full-time and
four part-time positions, and the internal
reorganization of several departments. The
current full-time complement of City staff
now stands at 50 positions. Two of these
positions are currently vacant.

All City departments have been impacted
by these reductions, including Police, Public
Works, Administrative Services, Community
Development, Parks & Recreation, and City
Management. The general public has also
seen a reduction in municipal services with
the continuation of a mandatory employee
furlough program. (Please see related
article.) On designated days, all City Hall
offices are closed and field operations
generally cease, with the exception of public
safety personnel. We recognize these office
closures are an inconvenience to members
of the public, and we continue to mitigate
the impacts wherever possible. We are
working to reduce the number of furlough
days as the budget improves. This year's
16-day furlough schedule is a decrease from
the 18-day schedule of the previous year.

Despite the reductions in personnel and
resources, the City is proud to be able to
continue providing a full range of
municipal services.

In addition, the City is making progress
on the Goals and Work Program adopted
by the Council earlier this year. Here are a
few examples:

* Grover Beach lodge and Conference
Center - The City%os completed the local
planning process and is facilitating the
project ﬂwough the Coastal Commission.
The hearing at the Coastal Commission is
expected later this year or the beginning of
next year.

Broadband Municipal Network (Virtual
Port) = We are working with our private
sector partners to construct the network
infrastructure this fiscal year.

Streets — The next major street construction
project will begin later this fall with
improvements downtown on West Grand
Avenue between 8" and 11" Streets. This
project is primarily funded with federal and
state grant funds and, in response to
comments from downtown businesses, is
designed to reduce vehicle traffic speeds
and increase pedestrian use in our
downtown area. (Please see related article.)

Planning - In response to Council direction,
we are completing the first major update to
the City’ s zoning regulations since 1996.
This update should improve the City’s
ability fo process basic planning
applications in a timely manner.

Should you wish to see the FY 13 Budget,
a copy is posted on the City website and
public copies are available at City Hall. If you
have any questions or comments regarding
this information, please contact me either by
sending an email to gbadmin@grover.org or
by phoning the City Management Office at
(805) 473-4567.



“Charter” from Page One...

result, the following provisions have been

included in the draft Charter:

* A statement that economic development will
be encouraged, supported, and promoted
within the community;

* A statement that authorizes the City to
develop and implement its own bidding and
purchasing procedures, separate from the
State of California;

* A statement that allows the City fo exempt
itself from requiring contractors from paying
prevailing wage on locally funded Cic?/
projects, unless specifically authorized by the
City Council;

* A statement that authorizes the City Council
to establish ordinances that will provide a
preference for the use of local businesses by
the City;

* A statement that supports the use of
volunteers in community projects;

* A statement prohibiting the reduction of
locally raised and collected revenue by any
other level of government;

* A statement limiting the State’s ability to
mandate that the City implement programs or

* A statement authorizing the City to increase
the number of General Plan amendments the
City can process in a year (current limitation is
four per year);
* A statement requiring that all candidates for
elective office must reside within the City for a
minimum of six (6) months before running for
office; and
* A statement changing the title of Mayor Pro
Tem to Vice Mayor.

It is also important to understand the
provisions that would not be changed by
the Charter:

* The elected officers of the City;
¢ The terms of office of the elected officers;

e The term limits as identified in the current
Municipal Code;

 Compensation received by any elected or
appointed officer of the City;

e Current Council authority; and

e Current taxing authority or rules.

If the Charter is approved, the City Council
will establish its own rules and requirements
for bidding and purchasing, and will have the
ability to exempt locally funded Ero]ects from
prevailing wage requirements. The Council will

then have the ability to establish bidding and

purchasing procedures following the solicitation
of public comments and input to ensure the
process and procedures are equitable. As
noted, the exemption from the prevailing wage
requirement will only apply to projects wit
solely local funding sources. It will not apply to
Fro]ects that are funded with state or federal
unds or projects that are of state-wide
concern. Currently the majority of projects
completed by the City of Grover BeacL are in
part funded with state or federal funds.

Passage of the Charter will provide the Ci
with the opportunity for greater control over the
expenditure of locally generated funds. The
ability to set the City’s own bidding procedures
and the ability to exempt local projects from
prevailing wage requirements will save the City
money. Additionally, projects will be completed
in a more timely and cost-effective manner.
Ultimately, uses of any savings generated
through the implementation of tﬁe Charter will
be a City Council decision. It is likely that
additional projects will be completed and the
City's essentidl services, including police and
fire protection, as well as recreation and par
services, will be sustained.

It is also important to note that, once
approved, the Charter can only be changed by
a vote of the people.

requirements without reimbursing the City;

PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

SPECIAL EVENTS, ONLINE REGISTRATIONS & NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS

Registration for Parks & Recreation classes, events, parks, and facilities
is now even easier with online credit card payments available through
the City website. In less than five minutes you can set up your account,
enroll yourself or family members in a class, make a reservation for a
park or facility, and pay by credit card from anywhere with Internet
access and at any time that's convenient for you. Sign up today for
tennis, dance, performing arts, gymnastics, Glee Club, Kid Hop,
preschool, volleyball league (bump-set-spike!), and more! Classes are
offered all year long.

FREE! COMMUNITY SPECIAL EVENTS

w3 Carved Pumpkin Confest & Halloween
M Activities, Friday, October 26,

| 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Ramona Garden Park,
993 Ramona Avenue
Bring your already carved and decorated
pumpkin to enter the contest to win great
prizes. All age categories will be
represented. For children 6 years and
under, pumpkins may be decorated only
(no carving) by the child. Enjoy the
Spooky Maze, free hot dogs, carnival games, and an outdoor movie in
the amphitheater.

Holiday of Lights Decorating Contest

Preliminary judging: December 8 & 9, 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Final judging: December 12, 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Show your holiday spirit by decorating your home or business. Awards
will be presented for originality, use o?animction and/or craftsmanship,
use of lights, and a business award.

46th Annual Holiday Parade, Saturday, December 1, 10:00 a.m.
Everyone loves a community parade! This daytime parade will march
along West Grand Avenue celebrating this year's theme “Wild West
Ho|i30y!" Parade applications will be available soon. Please contact the
Parks & Recreation office for more information.

Santa’s Workshop, Saturday, December 1,
| 11:00 a.m. = 6:00 p.m.

Ramona Garden Park,

993 Ramona Avenue

Immediately following the holiday
parade, everyone is invited to join
Santa Claus and local artisans and
crafters at Santa’s Workshop. Come
early and shop for those one of a kind
1 gifts. Entertainment will be provided by
?occﬂ performers.

Annual Holiday Tree Lighting, Saturday, December 1, 5:30 p.m.
Ramona Gar?eln Park, 993 Ramona Avenue

A family-friendly event to welcome in the holiday season with the lighting of
the City Holiday Tree, complefe with cookies, hot cocoa, coffee, and Santal

CITY PARKS & COMMUNITY CENTERS

Enjoy your next special celebration in a
City park or community center. Two
beautiful parks with large group seating
areas are available: Grover Heights Park
on Aflantic City Avenue and 16th Street 5SS el
Park on the corner of South 16" Street and E4BE % "= L a_ﬁ b
Mentone Avenue. For more information 1 B — : |
on renting a City facility, please call Parks = - S

& Recreation at (805) 473-4580.

VOLUNTEERS AND SPONSORS NEEDED YEAR-ROUND

The many activities and special events offered to our community throughout
the year are made possible by the assistance of hard-working volunteers and
the generous donations and monetary sponsorships of local businesses and
private citizens. Our Parks & Recreation staff members are working hard to
continue offering these activities and events. If you' re interested in

volunteering for a special event or making a contribution, please call (805)
473-4580 for more information or send an e-mail to
parksandrecreation@grover.org.

Follow the City of Grover Beach on Facebook

-
i /
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City Hall Office Closures

MANDATORY EMPLOYEE FURLOUGH DATES

Grover Beach City Hall non-safety employees have been on a schedule of furlough dates
over the past three years to address fiscal constraints (ranging from 13-18 mandatory
unpaid days off). For the remainder of our fiscal year (through June 30, 2013), City Hall
offices will be closed on the following furlough dates (all Fridays):

October 12, 2012 March 1, 2013
November 2, 2012 March 29, 2013
December 28, 2012 April 12, 2013
January 18, 2013 April 26, 2013
February 1, 2013 May 3, 2013
February 15, 2013 June 14, 2013

For a complete list of furlou%h dates & scheduled holidays,
please see the City website at www.grover.org.

MONTHLY CITY MEETING DATES

All Regular Meetings are Open to the Public and
Held in the City Council Chambers Unless Noted Otherwise - 154 South Eighth Street
City Council - 1# and 3% Mondays at 6:30 p.m. Parks, Recreation & Beautification Commission
Planning Commission - 2 Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 3¢ Thursday at 6:30 p.m.

) : . . Citizen Oversight Committee
Traffic Commlﬁee(;SQn‘*elhteJrjdoy at 9:30 a.m. (meetings are schegdu/ed as needed)

Agendas are posted at City Hall and www.grover.org.
City Council Meetings are televised on the City’s Government Cable Access Channel 20.
Your presence and participation at City meetings are contributions to good government.

Please attend as often as you can!

QUICK REFERENCE
GROVER BEACH CITY HALL

154 South Eifghth Street; *Mon - Fri; 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
[

*Except for Employee Furlough Dates & Holidays
Administrative Svs./Utility Billing . ... ....... 473-4550
Business Tax Certificates . .............. 473-4550
City Management . .......... ... ... ... 473-4567
CityClerk ... o oL, 473-4568
Human Resources . ... ................ 473-4564
Community Development Department .. .. . .. 473-4520
Building Inspection Requests . ........... 473-4527
Parks and Recreation . ................ 473-4580
Facility Renfals .. ................... 473-4580
Public Works Department .. .............. 473-4520
Code Enforcement . .................. 473-4520
Police Administration .. ................ 473-4511
Emergency ......... ... ... .. ... S=1l=1
City website . .................... WWW.grover.or
Join Us on Facebook ......... www.facebook.com/GroverBea]

Other Frequently Called Numbers:
Charter Communications (cable felevision)
270 Bridge Street, San Luis Obispo - or -
www.charfercom ................... (888) 438-2427
Community Library — Grover Beach
240 North 9" Street, Grover Beach (Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri:
1:00 - 5:00 p.m., Sat: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) ..... 481-4131
Five Cities Fire Authority
140 Traffic Way, Arroyo Grande . .......... 473-5490
Pacific Gas & Eledric (electricity) - or -
WWW.pGe.com . .................... 1-800-743-5000
South County Sanitary (trash and recycling services)
866 West Grand Ave - or -

www.wasfeconnections.com . ............... 489-4246
Southem Califonia Gas Company (natural gas) - or -
www.s0calgas.com ... .............. 1-800-427-2200
SLO Superior Court
1050 Monterey Street, SLO (8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)
Traffic Division . .......... 473-7070 - or - 781-5696
Civil & Small Claims Division . ............ 473-7077
Criminal Division . ......... 473-7072 - or - 781-5670
SLO County Health Depariment - South County Branch
286 South 16" Street .. ................... 473-7050
SLO County Human Services &
Support Groups Hofline ...................... 2-1-1

Sea Breeze is
published by the City
of Grover Beach.
We welcome your
comments and
suggestions. Call us
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