
1

Water Saving Tips For Your Landscaping

September 2007

Presented by your
Grover Beach Parks, Recreation & Beautification Commission
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Attention!
Our Current Water Situation

• As of June 1, 2007 the City received only 44% of 
the normal rainfall that is expected per season

• On June 18, 2007 the City Council declared a 
Stage 1 water shortage
– Consistent with the Water Shortage Contingency Plan 

from, Grover Beach 2005 Urban Water Management Plan
– Begins implementation of voluntary consumption 

reduction methods
– Water Conservation Bulletin tips were mailed to all 

water customers in the July billing statement
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Low Water Use Landscaping Terms

• You can’t go wrong with these 7 “Xeriscape”TM principles
– Plan Ahead
– Limit Turf Areas
– Improve Soil
– Irrigate Efficiently
– Choose Low-Water Use Plants
– Use Mulch
– Maintain It

• Great for starting from scratch, but what else can you do 
now with your existing landscape?

Also see:
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Landscaping Water Use

• For many homeowners in Grover Beach, 
landscaping water use will be more than 50% of 
their total water use in warmer months

• The Parks, Recreation, and Beautification 
Commission presents ideas for saving water 
(and your money!) on your landscaping needs
– Proper plant selection
– Soil amendments & mulching
– Watering methods
– Turf grass care
– Lawn alternatives
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Proper Plant Selection
Understanding Your Climate

• What’s this “zone” talk 
all about?

• There are a few climate 
maps to help you in 
plant selection

• The USDA Plant 
Hardiness Zone Map
– Choose plants for our 

zone (9-10)
– But, this mainly deals 

with cold survival
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Proper Plant Selection
Know Your Zones

• Sunset Western Climate 
Zones address more 
climate factors
– Rainfall, humidity, growing 

season, temp extremes
– 2nd most common as USDA

• Remember that favorite 
plant from your house in 
the valley?
– Heat loving plants may 

disappoint here

• When in doubt, discuss 
plants with your local 
nursery professional
– Healthy plants need less 

water
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Choosing Low-Water Use Plants for
Grover Beach - One Method

• Water Use Classification Of Landscape Species (WUCOLS)
– Developed by the University of California Cooperative Extension
– Contains a comprehensive listing of plants, including their water 

needs for a given climate
– Divides California into 6 zones
– Region 1: “North-Central Coastal  (Climate Zones 14, 15, 16, & 17)”

• Many web locations for WUCOLS III (1999-2000 Version)

– www.owue.water.ca.gov/docs/wucols00.pdf (start on page 45)

– Plant information listed by both botanical and common names
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WUCOLS - Using The Guide
Type   Botanical Name     Common Name

Regional Water Need

(From WUCOLS Page 62)
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WUCOLS - Some Region 1 Examples

• Over 1950 plants are listed for our region, approximately:  
100 VL, 600 L, 800 M, 100 H (350 unknown or inappropriate) 

• A few common very-low (VL) water use shrubs:
Botanical Name Common Name
Arctostaphylos Manzanita
Artemisia Sagebrush
Ceanothus California Lilac
Chamelaucium uncinatum Geraldton Waxflower
Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon
Mahonia nevinii Nevin’s Barberry
Nassella Needlegrass
Sisyrinchium Blue-Eyed Grass

• All of the above are listed on California “Nifty 50” plant list
– More later, resource listing at end of presentation

(CA native logo)
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Ready to Plant?  Not Yet!
• What’s the deal with my soil?  Beach area soil can be sandy

– To keep water from draining through or evaporating, soil preparation 
and mulching are the key to healthy plants using less water

• Soil amendment benefits
– Aids in initial root growth
– Maintains chemical balance
– Supplies needed nutrients
– Aids in soil water-retention

• Mulch benefits
– Prevents soil from drying out
– Provides ongoing nutrients
– Reduces weeds
– Slows erosion

2”-3” deep around shrubs & trees
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Watering Basics

• Plan your landscaping by 
grouping plants based on water 
needs (creating hydrozones)
– Use modern drip irrigation whenever 

possible to put water at the roots 
and reduce evaporation

• Consider your slopes and put 
high water demand landscaping 
above low-water use plants
– Water drains through your soil, 

moving down through your yard
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Turf Grass Care
• Your lawn may have the most water savings 

potential in your yard

• Keep your grass mowed high at 3” length, 
Why?
– Will shade underlying soil, reducing evaporation
– Will encourage deep roots for drought tolerance
If your lawn service won’t raise your grass 

height, ask them to help pay your water bill!

• Water early in the morning to minimize the 
effects of wind and evaporation
– Late evening watering may cause disease, if kept 

too wet throughout the night

• And, periodically check your watering system



13

Artificial Lawn Alternatives
• Artificial lawns have come a long way in recent years

– This isn’t your father’s “indoor-outdoor patio carpet”

• Benefits:  NO watering,   mowing,   fertilizing, or weeding
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Hardscaping (...less softscaping)

• Attractive options exist to limit the size of growing areas 
and add diversity to any landscaping
– Decorative Rock, Decking, Pavers, Stone, Glass, …
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Additional Resources

• This presentation is available at the City’s website 
www.grover.org and copies are available in the Park and 
Recreation Department office – (805) 473-4580.

• SLO Master Gardeners
– In Arroyo Grande at (805) 473-7190 (9-1 pm Wed)
– In San Luis Obispo at (805) 781-5939 (1-5 pm Mon & Thur)
– Website http://groups.ucanr.org/slomg

• In addition to books and magazines, don’t
forget about your local nursery professionals
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Additional Web Links

• Good photos for ideas
– www.bewaterwise.com/Gardensoft

• Garden Tours - many homes
• Garden Types - patio, hillside, etc
• Large Plant List - all with photos

• Simple plant selection
– www.thegarden.org/waterWise.html

• Nifty 50 California plants (shrubs, 
vines, trees, groundcover, turf)

• On the list because they are: 
attractive, available, non-invasive, 
and drought tolerant

• California Native Plants
– www.cnps.com

• Large amount of info

– www.nativeson.com
• Focused lists (Nipomo nursery)

• Comprehensive Turf Guide
– www.imp.ucdavis.edu/TOOLS/TURF

• Identify your lawn type, renovation, 
irrigation, fertilizing, disease control, 
and pest control
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Wrap-up

• Even if you’re not planning a major re-landscaping 
project, take these small steps now to reduce water use


